April 26, 2013

Mr. O'ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to introduce the Veterans Bene-
fits Claims Faster Filing Act. This no-
cost legislation will shorten the time
that veterans must wait for their
claims to be decided.

Nationally, the average wait time for
a claim is nearly 300 days. In El1 Paso,
Texas, the veterans I represent wait an
average of 439 days. We must do better.

My legislation will require the VA to
report and post processing times and
award rates for claims filed in a vari-
ety of ways, from the fastest way,
which is a fully developed claim filed
online, to the slowest way, which is fil-
ing an underdeveloped claim on a non-
standardized piece of paper.

Informing veterans that they will
wait the least amount of time if they
file fully developed claims online will
create an incentive to do so. Fully de-
veloped claims are consistently turned
around in 100 days or fewer. Imagine a
veteran in your district saving months
of waiting unnecessarily for a decision
on their claim.

We owe a lot to our veterans, and we
can uphold our end of the bargain to
them by ensuring that they receive the
benefits they have earned and depend
on in a timely manner.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
the Faster Filing Act.

———————

SAVE THE CHILDREN OF THE
NORTH FOREST INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL DISTRICT

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
over the past couple of weeks, in my
district, we’ve been working with a
very small school district by the name
of North Forest Independent School
District, of about 7,000 young people,
bright, energetic and prepared to reach
and fulfill their future.

Unfortunately, the State of Texas
chooses to close that school, not be-
cause they are not meeting the Leave
No Child Behind, but because one high
school did not meet the threshold by
two students. Over the next couple of
days, we expect to hear from the State
to ask this district to terminate all
employees.

We offered to the State a collabo-
rative response of having them to work
with public charters and work with the
public school system, keeping it a pub-
lic school system. We again ask the
State of Texas, the Governor of the
State of Texas, who has refused to give
Federal funds for education back to the
districts, you know why? Maybe it’s
because of sequester.

But more importantly, I want to save
those students, I want to save those
employees, and I believe we can do it
by eliminating the sequester.

I ask unanimous consent to bring up
H.R. 900, a one-sentence bill to elimi-
nate the sequester. These children at
the North Forest Independent School
District deserve to be able to graduate
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from a public school. It is shameful
that they will be getting a notice of
their beloved teachers, fire them all.

I will go home to the district and
stand against it. I ask for relief from
the U.S. Department of Education and
all of those who believe in educating
our children and being responsible to
our teachers who teach them and love
them.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the
Chair previously advised, that request
cannot be entertained absent appro-
priate clearance.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF
DEMETRIO RODRIGUEZ

(Mr. CASTRO of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Today I'd like
to take a moment to honor the life of
Demetrio P. Rodriguez, a great Amer-
ican we lost earlier this week in my
hometown of San Antonio. Demetrio
passed away at the age of 87 after a
long and rewarding life, a life that lit-
erally transformed public education in
Texas and across the Nation.

Demetrio, like many of the folks who
grew up on the west side of San Anto-
nio, was a humble man. Born into a mi-
grant farm-working family, he served
in the Navy and later in the Air Force
Reserve, and he worked for years at
Kelly Air Force Base.

In 1968, with 15 other parents, he led
the charge to change the way we do
school finance, not only in Texas, but
in the United States of America. He ob-
jected to the fact that property-poor
districts were so far outspent and given
much more money than property-rich
districts in Texas. He led that charge.

In 1973, the Supreme Court said that
education wasn’t a fundamental right,
but he didn’t give up the fight. And in
1989, the Texas Supreme Court ruled
that the children of Texas should have
an equal education, no matter their in-
come.

He was a great man. He’ll be sorely
missed. He was a fighter and a cham-
pion of people.

————

THE SEQUESTER HAS REAL
CONSEQUENCES

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Some of my Re-
publican colleagues were raging that
air traffic was slowed by a so-called po-
litical manipulation of the sequester. I
joined most of my House colleagues in
voting to make a special exception for
the FAA because we do want traffic to
flow.

But I have a news flash: cutting bil-
lions of dollars from the budget in a se-
quester in a meat-ax way does have
real consequences.

Furloughs are also occurring at the
Departments of Defense and Agri-
culture, at the U.S. Customs and Bor-
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der Protection. Head Start is cutting
70,000 slots for early childhood edu-
cation. In my neighboring Indiana,
there’s a raffle being held to decide
which children are going to be kicked
out of the Head Start program.

Four million Meals on Wheels are
going to be cut for seniors who are de-
pending on them.

The Medicare Anti-Fraud Division is
being cut. That makes no sense. And
the sequester is projected to cost
750,000 American jobs this year.

So, Mr. Speaker, I too ask unanimous
consent to bring H.R. 900 to the floor
that would repeal the sequester.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the
Chair previously advised, that request
cannot be entertained absent appro-
priate clearance.

———
0 1310

CORRECTING THE ENGROSSMENT
OF H.R. 1765, REDUCING FLIGHT
DELAYS ACT OF 2013

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that in the engross-
ment of H.R. 1765, the Clerk strike ‘“‘ac-
count’” on page 2, line 14, and insert
“‘accounts.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa?

There was no objection.

———

REMEMBERING MAXINE SMITH

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1

minute.)
Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, today, in
Memphis, Tennessee, a great lady

passed away—a lady who is as fierce, as
brave, and as courageous a woman
who’s ever lived in this country: a lady
by the name of Maxine Smith.

Maxine Smith was the executive sec-
retary of the NAACP from 1962 up to
around 2000. She served on the Mem-
phis City School Board from 1971 to
1995 and was on the National Board of
the NAACP. She helped take Memphis
beyond Jim Crow and beyond segrega-
tion into a great city in America and
America’s mainstream.

Because the scourge of discrimina-
tion and desegregation stained this
country, she was not allowed to enroll
at Memphis State University. So she
went to Spelman and then to
Middlebury and got a master’s degree.
She went to work to help others and
spent her life fighting against discrimi-
nation in all ways and all manners.

She served on the State Board of
Education in Tennessee and made sure
people got a good education, whether
they were White or Black; and she
overcame all of the hate and discrimi-
nation that she faced. She was a beau-
tiful woman who lived Dr. King’s
dream—seeing people and judging them
by the content of their character and
not the color of their skin.

She was a person to be emulated,
honored, and remembered. She had a
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